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the air with their exhalations ; and thus 
contribute to the life and health of. all 
the other animals, There is, not, per- 
haps, a ſpot upon the globe where this ef- 
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are much more prolific; and ſudden: * 
their appearance. It is but. ben years, 
ſince a neighbouring nation was in dans: 
ger of being bored thtough, and zütteriy 
deſtroyed in the ſpace of three months by. 
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for this end ? 'Doubtleſs, not It ip ypon 
the conſtant and uniform / action of theſe 
Jaws that the conferyation of the yniyerſe 
depends, Was it juſt to ſuſpend for once 
only their, effects, In fayour of an indir 
vidual, "they, muſt be Cuſponded, for. all 
The whole would periſh, and he Indiyi- 
dual with.it, Theſe laws thereforg ner 
ver deviate from the path preſcribed, * 
oopt in cales that concern the whole world, 
and affeßt, as. it were, an intire change in 
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with reſpect to us, whenever the 1 7 
deſtination of things ruhs, counter to. 
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ſongs of triumph, another nation lo ut- 


tering, Into cried and lamentations? Should 
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general, Immutable laws, that wonderful 
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part ſhould be {ubardinate to tis gpod'of 
the whale; and of canſtquence that. ſo» 
cond cauſes ſhould not bs in the power of 


individuals... But which way, It my by 


aid, will theſe eefleRions obviats an ob- 


Jectlon, that naturally ariſes fim palvats 
evils, occaſioned by this general law of 


nature under canfideration For howgrer 
Providence may have eemprned its ſuneri· 
ties, amen ſome will By, 
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tranſcendently | good. But if «wer ſhould 
find the number.lt injures-/ls {inall come 
| exile ocuſions become produltin of ge 
neral order, harmony and enjoyment, and 
what ia mare cho increaſe of lid, we mu- 
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ane animal to the fury of - another is S 
cruel... It is cruel above all to Jay, man; | 
Kind under the neceſſity, of deſtroying, 9 I 
renin. each other ee Mes | 
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tance the evils which threaten, them 3 but 
nature. has cautiouſly hid theſe from I. 
Ggbt, by giving them inferior degrees of ige 
telligence. And thoſe of them which hm 
ſo-much ſegacity as to apprehend danger, 
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All theſe advantages inſpire them with 
confidence (e). Monks and women con- 


ſider che military claſs 1e the mold un- 


happy of men; boeeauſe placing: 
in their ſituation; they judge of it 


own timid diſpoſitions. . 


when we would judge of the ſtate of the 


place ourſelves in the ſame | tu 
5 us all our know 
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of centinele 3 and with this precautions, they. will 
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ards given the name of Preacher to to u 60 e b 
in $quth America. Wherever theſe [birds flock 
together, one of them is always obſerved to place 
itſe}f upan an eminence, aud ſeems by the noiſe it 
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the wants of ite. maſter condemns do bleed 
to day, eontinues aerertiolets: tor i be 
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_ prove | the: accafian of wratchednels. d 
ſome; che miſery of ſuch is no more. ac» 
coading to the- intention of Providence 
than the pain which accompanies any oper. 


portion. of tht ſweets of life, fuller for the. 
Aub Late of affairs, cannot de 'Qthore; 
ways. Shauld oy ona fill doubt of this, 
let -vjen-reflacR-cohat the law: of prop 
CE EC. 
and let him conſider the offer which this, 
law neceſſarily peoduges. I ſes no neceſs, 
ſity, you ſay, why animals ſhould devour. 
caph other; muah leſs that mon, in what-. 
ever circumſtances they may be placed, 
ſhould. glg take up arms to deſtroy = 
each other, Well then, —— this Jay. 


of che uren They ave. n more haas 
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af peste and harmony ſucceed b th 
wars, which inceſſantly diſturb che repoſo 


of nations z let ſwords be changed into 


plow-ſhares, and ſpears into pruning ; 
hooks : inſtead of ſtaining the earth with 
human gore, let them ſerve to render it 
as fertile as poſſible. Let ravenousbeaſts, 
forgeting their natural fierceneſs,: ceaſe to 


YT perſecute the other ſpecies, and(uling their 
teeth to erop the graſs,; let them browse 
in the meadows with ſheep and goate. In 


a word, let all the animals:enjoy a pro- 
found peace: let them with one accord 
and in perfect ſecurity; make the foreſts 


en 'reſound: with the praiſes 


of their Orentor- Aye, this you Tay''is: 
the ſtate in which tbe world oußhe t be, 
and in which it would have been ie 
Senfſeleſs aud ſtupid mortarſ: Ve would 
remove trifling evils, and you intbeduce 
the moſt thibrthous 1' Ye Would prefttes 
ſome -uſblth" Individuals,” aid ye deſtroy” 
the whole! Av each ſpecies wald nolen- 
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inundation-would enſue, threatening ſpee=. 


tem, This perſect calm, this univerſal 


troduce into the world; this beautiful 
chimera, will always appear poſſible''to. 
thaſe who judge of things according to 
their imagination only; but every ene 
that, forms 2 right judgment; will ſee that 
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tion am liſe cannot (exiſt, er could 
exit for u ſhort period only.” Lee i wv 
other than a web of curious contextere, 
vrought with ſoft, weak, fragile, delicate 
materials, forming all togethör a piece ad | 
mirable in its conſtructian and deſtigation, 
but for this very reßſon ſubje& to den 
thouſand ateidents, To imugine- that 
"Sig jn to — it with the cuiſle e 
e pure imtalligeaces; to imagine that du. 
ings formed upon theſe piineiplay, S 
perpetuate their own exiſtence without 
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dreardad of deitics, who, though ſurniſhad 

with ams, lage, and in ſhart, with 's 
body ſimilar to the human, are. yet deſſi⸗, 
Fabuliſts, on the ether hand, beve forrys 


inrulnceable; 
1 but cheg have 


« 
. 
1 — 
a - ” 
L 
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fury. A race whom our ſeas asien 
eyerwhelm, nor our mountains bury un- 
der their enormous bulk. But ſuch a race 
would neceſſarily require a — 
proportion, or it could not contain them. 
Whatever ſiae therefore we may attribute 
to the individuals of the animal ſyſtem, it 
muſt be as nothing compared to the world 
they-inhabit ; and their power compared 


vole 9, 01 124019, 11, athens 542 litgy 
Animal He, therefore, neceſſarily ſa⸗ 
poſes beings that cannot perpetuate them- 
ſelves without re: production in ſueceſſivs 
generations, ' And a8 they are expoſedits | 
numberleſs diſaſters, - which might ſweep 
away multitudes before they -badrakibyed 
the-laws oſ nature in this reſpect, it is . 
quiſite that their re: production ſhould be 
mor than fmple. Mas, it the eſtabliſped 
order that no more than to ſhould ſpring 
from two, it is evident that be men. 


ed — yy morre ——_— 
ſpecies would be irreparable and 


muſh, at length, ” 6ceaſion Mit 
ofithe whole race. There 1 n diviger 


of exaggeration in aſſertingꝭ that it is ne. 
ceſſary that ſuch à re- production ſhould 


times more, according to- the nature of 
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loſſes would utiavoidably be repetted; they 
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Tor ſhould it extend beyond. a crtas 
eſe, infiroties, occaſion, ave at certain 
ſeaſons immanſe, and more than what i 
naquilite to check the wodue incneaſe of 
ay ſpecies, there a scher ſeaſons in 
which they produce nat theſe effects. And 
ſinos Providence governethe world by - 
neral laws, fGnee the wants which take 
Hiace in it cannot const theſe Jaane 
bat prove ſubordinate to them, it is nd. 
cedary, beſides the cecreive laws which 
appel this undue: igcreaſe bf the ſpocios, 
| that chere ſhould: be ſome-geoersl am 
vrinch Limits the exftencs of very 
2 * Tue law of m.“ 
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alſo probable (obſerving a diſtinction how- 
mals) that the term of exiſtence natural 

tw each being; is ac Ad. 
duce of this multiplication ane with 
the time allotted for its repetition. Pro- 
vidence has permitged: but a few moments 
of exiſtence | to thoſe. inſecte _— are 
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dording to the common cutſe of nature, 
do n much Jonger period. Men, who . 
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a upon this law. 3 As it maintains tie 
in all its plenitude, fo does it multiply 
the pleaſures of life. By what other name 
ſhall. we e call thoſe tender affections, and 
thoſe returns of tenderneſs fill more en- 
dearing, which all experience chat Are ung 
25 ite domigjon.,; It ,cokjogles warm « 
ſires in the heart, Hut theſe, very .deſin 

render the heart ſuſceptible of highe Mee 
grees of felicity..; They are the parents 
of pleaſing illuGons, which, raiſe weak 
and feeble mortals to the rank of gods 
From hence ariſe looks full of tenderneſß 


: and love; attachments the moſt ſincereand. 
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aviths delights of — hopes that 
lis, ne — — 
alſo ; but it renders eyet een 
and delightful by the tender concern it 
inſpires for the happineſs of thoſe ho ate 
the object of them end where - 


ſkip” an ene lde; and, n be the, be- 
dale; eſteem, and dove. Let us newer, | 
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capable ho we animated by eit im. 
noe f Tuey give. firengeh” ce the weak | 
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a 2 4he Lang, and iv. 
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8 bee ben unis determived zend in, 

which all the deſigns of nature zare cen 
tered ;: this is the production - and canſerei 
vation ofdife 3 and all beings agree to ac - 
knowledge that life is achleſfing. Thoſe, 
ſigns of joy and gaiety, manifaſt; in all- 
their motions, in evELVç attitude, und int 
every tone of voice, prove that life hae 
its ſweets for all, evęn: che loweſt claſs of 
animals, and that they are. capable of en- 
joying chen. Men in partic 5 
tice: in this reſpect to the gift 5 
Creator: they love the liſe he has con- 
ferred, and wated over it ar their g reateſt 
good,” Ir there are ſome ulcered ſouls 
chat e it dn burden: ia detigheeo | | 
ought hot ts eounterbalanes 1 | 
kind in general; their volee ſhould-not' 
ſilende the voles of nature. Lethe 
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compare the ſeaſons. of health, with tho 


of Scknels i the moment 
of ale and pleaſurg.z the ye of biter- 


neſs/and. woe 10 thoſe in yrhich, they ane 6 


free from, their attack 3 let them confront 
the few anfortueate with. the thouſands, of 
millions of bappy.creaturess and then ” 
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Lia, ve i 1 bledling; and jt is ; 


titudes enjoy this blefling. Amidſt 3 Var 
riety of other worlds, he has. created this 


mountains and plains, refreſbed with rivers 


ſexves in perpetual circplstion, the ele- 


_ of life; where. the. vegetables, by ſecrex 
powers ſtill more myſterious, attract and 


collect theſe rich treaſures of the elements, 
and. 1 b 1 ne. 
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will of the Creator chat innumerable mul- 


we inhabit. A world. diverſified with 
and lakes, enriched with plants. and trees, | 
warmed and enlightened by the rays of the 
ſun; a world, where. inviſible cauſes pre- 


ments. jopregaated with. eyery principle 
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animal creation : ta world, where (ſuch ia 
the infinite variety and number of the ſpe- x 
cies) every thing is converted into a 2 living 
ſubſtance; as it were, and where all ſe- 
cond cauſes, every event, and every be- 
ing, are, by eternal and immutable laws, : 
rendered ſubſervient to the | production 
and preſervation of life: where, if the 
| ſpecies multiply, it is ſpeedily to- repair 
the loſſes to which their frailty expoſes | 
them; if they deſtroy each other, if the 
term of their exiſtence is conſined to 

certain limits, it is to pre 25 
increaſe from becoming exceſſive. In a _ 

word, the grand object which the whole 
plan of nature has in view, is the pleni- 
tude and ſupport of the animal ſyſtem. 
There are general laws "which impel eye- 
ry claſs of beings to promote this deſign . 
and theſe laws are fo intimately connect : 
ed, that they are rel produlifee of 8 
each other, © V 


- 


It is alledged, that there are ont = 
tions in the plan of Providence. But if 
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3 ſuch 2s we haverres: 
preſented, certainly ſhe could not have. 


choſen one more worthy, of her ; nor, 
could ſhe employ more efficacious, means 


fully to accompliſh: this end; than thoſe. 
wie have aſcribed to her, and which are 


obvious to every one that contemplates 


her works. In which then do theſe con- 


tradi tions conſiſt ? If there i is a contra- 


diction in the animal ſyſtem, it is centered ö 


in man, to whom God has given under- 
ſtanding to know, reaſon to diſcern, and 


a” heart to love the truth, though he 


rurns from her every time ſhe appears. 


before him : it is, that thoſe who are ap- 
pointed by divine and human laws, to 
apply themſrlves to inveſtigate the truth, 
and advance her intereſt; ſhould keep her 
priſoner,” and never ſhew' her to the pub- 
lic, but through the bars of hypocriſy 
and diſſimulation, as if ſhe were a haugh« 


ty and deſtructive tyrant: it is, that there 

are men mild, affable, benignant i in theit TY 

ai pon one that willpardoi guilt, but are 
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implacable to thoſe who dare ſhiek ar 
the truth. Theſe ate — 
embartaſs us, ' of we ſhould find nothing 
in the animal ſyſtem ee | 
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with aur ifleas of infinite wiſdom and 
goodpeſs. Diſcuſſions of this kiad 


falſe, however juſt the .reaſonings, may. 
etherways be upon which this coachen 


oral good .refulting. from Ann ;av- | 
rangement in the animal fyſtem, they 
baye called. that. wiped aa: ans 


— 41 


'{ 266 ) 1 
evils. Others have thought to Juſtify the 
Creator, by laying the whole blame upon 
bis ereatures, not conſidering that, ac 
cording to their own ſentiments, all things 
are from him, by him, and to him. Al 
theſe abſurdities demonſtrate how neceſſa- 
ry it is to ſtudy nature in the book of mas 1 
ture itſelf ; and to form our judgment o of 
beings, and of things, upon the ends an 1 
relations which are obſervable jp, nature, 8 
and en theſe alone. 5 W * 8 } | 
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